
The Petra Press 
Newsletter of the Williamstown Lutheran Church 

Graniteville, Vermont  * * *  802-479-1164      Pastor Cal Kemp    www.wlcvermont.org                                   December 2015 
 

 Pastor’s Corner 
 
 

“Merry Christmas!” There! I 
said it! Anyone offended? I didn’t 
think so.  But still we are entering that 
time of year that seems to focus on 

the tired argument over whether we can say “Merry 
Christmas.”  What’s the alternative? “Happy Holidays!”  We don’t need to go into the discussion that the very 
word “holidays” comes from “holy days.” Instead, we 
will be the people of Christmas, as we say “Merry 
Christmas.”  First, know your audience. People are by 
nature opposed to anything that they don’t know, or 
understand. This is an unfortunate but very real consequence of the fall of Adam into sin.  We are prone 
to be against things, actions, people and even religion 
with which we are not familiar. People have become 
comfortable with saying “Happy Holidays” for a reason. 
There’s nothing offensive about it. There’s nothing to it, 
behind it, or in it that might be a problem. They are really just saying “Happy Hollow Days.” No harm, no foul.  

 
Know your audience.  Christmas for many is only and all 
about hollowness.  They have been raised in a tradition 
and they have continued the tradition that Christmas is only about singing “Here Comes Santa Claus,” putting 
up lights, decorating a tree, setting out grandma’s 
favorite elf candles, and then waiting for the morning to 
tear into the gifts. Quaint, traditional, acceptable, but oh 
how hollow. Perhaps they have an inkling that this 
season is about God coming to earth as a baby, but if that’s all they have then we can’t blame them for being 
offended. Again, by nature people, are not happy about 
God coming to be with us.  For them all this means is 
that Jesus came to give us a bunch of rules and to set 
an example of living that none of us can match. 
Considering all that might be going on in the minds of people around us, then shouting “Merry Christmas” at 
them and yelling about our right to say what we want is 
just poking a stick in the eye. By God’s Spirit we desire 
that they have what we have. Pique their interest, look 
for the opening, and speak the awesome Christmas truth.  As people of Christmas we get to bring the real 
Christmas to people who may never have had it.  Speak 
your belief, speak your creed, speak the Apostles Creed 
and then let the Holy Spirit bring them the greatest 
Christmas gift they could ever have. “Merry Christmas!” 
  
 
 

 

  Christmas Service Schedule 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 
Thursday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. 
 Christmas Day Worship Service 
 
Friday, December 25, 10:15 a.m 
  
 
 

  
Congratulations to New Grandparents! 

 
Sandy and Tim Dienst are happy 
and thankful to 
announce the 
arrival of their first 
grandchild, baby 
girl, Claire Audette Dienst, born on 
November 12, 
2015.  Her parents 
are Douglas and 

Meredith Dienst of Pittsburgh, PA.  Claire was a tiny one, weighing only 5 lbs. 11 oz. at birth, but her Oma and Opa 
were so happy to be with her for her first two weeks of 
life and to see her rapid growth to 7 pounds during that 
time.  Claire is truly a gift from God!  
 
  

 
You still have time to sign up to bring 
a Poinsettia to church for Christmas 
Eve Service.   There is sign-up sheet 
by the mail boxes so that we know how many plants to expect and you 

may indicate ‘in memory’ on the sheet.   It is 
heartwarming to see the front of the church decorated 
with these lovely plants on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
morning.   



MISSIONS ANNOUNCEMENT 
We would like to have a box-stuffing event here at 
church in 2016 to support Operation Christmas Child, 
with a goal of collecting enough items to fill 100 boxes 

of joy!  
In order to accomplish our goal, we will start collecting items and 
each month there will be a little note in the newsletter of 
suggested items to collect for the upcoming month.  
December was ‘Get Dressed Up Month’ and suggested items to 
collect are:  T-Shirts, small jackets, light-weight sweaters, socks 
or hats.  Feel free to keep collecting these items and bring them 
throughout the year.    
With after Christmas Sales right around the corner January will 
be a month to collect Candy Canes, Stocking Stuffers, small 
toys, yo-yos, matchbox cars,  etc. 
There will be a collection box in the narthex and we’ll store the 
donated wealth until November 2016 when we will have our 
packing party.   
 

Care Net 
We will continue to gather items for Care Net 
Pregancy Center.  They are in desparate need 
of new or gently used clothing for infants to  

size 18/24 months.  Diapers, baby wipes, baby shampoo are 
other items that are needed.   
If you are a coupon clipper they need coupons for diapers and 
other baby supplies. 
Mike Schumacher 
 

January Newsletter Deadline 
Your newsletter editor is in desperate need 
of articles, poems, announcements, 
suggestions, etc. 

The newsletter is published on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month and the submission deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month. For January that is the 12th. 
  
. 
 

 

SIGN UP SHEETS FOR 2016 
Would you like to be Greeter on Sunday 
morning?   Or are you interested in being a 
Reader on Sunday morning?  How about 
cleaning the church on occasion?    
New sign-up sheets for 2016 are now in the 

Narthex.   Your involvement is greatly appreciated! 
 
 

 
 Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
"BRINGING US LOW TO RAISE US HIGH " 
Read Luke 1:51-55. TEXT: (Mary said) "He has brought 
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of 
humble estate" (Luke 1:52). 
 
Mary continues her song of praise to God. She points 
out something her Son Jesus will frequently speak 
about in His ministry: God humbles those who exalt 
themselves, and He raises up those who bow 
themselves low.  
 
Many people are proud of themselves and their 
accomplishments. They brag and puff themselves up, 
always trying to impress people. They think God is the 
same way. But God is completely different. 
 
He gives His Law to make us honest with ourselves, to 
humble us with the realization that we fail to live the 
lives He demands of His creatures. None of us can 
stand in confidence before God. It is the purpose of His 
Law to break our hearts, and put us on our knees. 
But that isn't where God wants to leave us. The good 
news of Christmas is that in His love our Heavenly 
Father sent His dear Son Jesus Christ to lift us to our 
feet. Jesus forgives our sins and takes the punishment 
for our disobedience upon Himself. 
 
Mary's wonderful song of God's goodness and salvation 
has been picked up by the church and incorporated into 
its order of worship or liturgy for centuries. You may 
well sing it during midweek Advent services. 
 
THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for 
humbling our pride through Your Law so that You may 
lift us up by Your grace in Jesus Christ, Your Son. 
Open my heart to the wonder of Your mercy shown so 
clearly as You sent Your Son Jesus to be one of us. In 
His Name. Amen. 
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