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Pastor’s Corner 
 
 

“Daddy! You missed some pages!” Busted!  Ok, I might have skipped a few pages on my 
thousandth reading of “Hand, Hand, Fingers, Thumb,” but I already knew that monkeys would be 
beating on a drum, “dum ditty dum ditty dum dum dum,” and I just wanted to get to the end of the 
story. But no! Apparently, the end of the story wasn’t the only goal. The story, the full story, was 
needed, and even required because the ending was really nothing without those skipped pages. 
Christmas is the beginning of the story of Jesus who has come to be our Savior.  We know how the 

story ends, but let us not skip to the end. This time of Advent and Christmas is for us to enjoy the precious, God-given 
pages of God coming down into the mix and mess of humanity as a vulnerable and dependent baby. No rushing to get it 
over with. Slow down, sit, stop, and let the story come into your soul: “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary.” Ah…. Yes! That’s the story we remember. That’s the story we need to hear again.  The ending makes more sense 
now, but even more we realize that the story, the whole story, is for us. It’s nothing new that this season always brings 
plenty of distractions, demands and busy-ness that want to interrupt the true story of Christmas, but when you think 
about it, that’s the way it is all thru the year. The prince of page skipping will always want us to pass over the Prince of 
Peace.  But still, by the grace of God, we hear the story, every page, every life-giving Word. Merry Christmas! 
 
 
 

Christmas Services Schedule 
 

Advent Service: 
Wednesday December 21 7:00 p.m. 

 
Christmas Eve Service: 

Saturday December 24 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day Service: 
                                                             Sunday December 25 10:15 a.m. 

                                                              No Sunday School 
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Update from Russ 
We delivered to Jennifer & Harry Sanborn, the renters in our parsonage, a gift for Thanksgiving.  We wanted to 
give them a fruit basket, but we could not find one that we liked.  We settled on a meat/cheese tray and a 

poinsettia flower.  We got as far as the kitchen, where we were stopped by a large German Shepard.  Our parsonage looked 
neat and clean.  They were surprised and very thankful.  We also gave them information on our church. 
WLC budget committee (Barbara Currier, Shelia Walther & myself) will meet after church on December 18th for the first 
budget meeting.  Please tell them if there is anything that you would like to add or delete from the 2017 budget. 
Missions:  We have many that need our help. When giving a mission’s donation, please give us the name of the mission in the 
memo section of your check (or include a note if giving cash).  Your gift will go to the general mission fund if there is no 
name.  The check should be made payable to WLC. 
Thanks Russ 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

We will continue collecting items to donate to the 2017 Operation Christmas Child Project.  Please note there 
have been a few changes and starting in 2017 no candy and no toothpaste is allowed. 
 
Items that we can collect:  toy cars, dolls, stuff animals, puzzles, compasses, fishing kits, sewing kits, tool sets 
with gloves, gardening kits with gloves and trowel (no seeds allowed), sunglasses, flip flops, 

hats/mittens/scarfs, magnets, flashlights and extra batteries, solar calculators, index cards, pencils, sharpeners, pens, 
rulers, crayons, coloring books, picture books, toy boats, foam balls, baseball & mitt, marbles, small Frisbee, nail 
clippers/file, combs, washcloths, band aids, playing cards, etc.   Watch those after Christmas sales for some bargains. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Years Ending November 30 2016 & 2015 
 
          2016            2015            Net Change 
Total Income:      $76,961.60   $84,699.11     $ - 7,737.51 

Total Expenses:  $ 72,859.96   $79,911.13     $ -7,051.17 
Net Income:         $ 4,101.64    $ 4,787.98      $   +686.34 
Next month, we will be preparing the WLC budget for 2017.  Matt or Russ would appreciate receiving any additions or 
deletions that you would like to suggest for 2017. 
 

Net change – another positive for this year!!! 
You are the BEST 

Russ Gauslin 
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Mission News Updates 
 

Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) 
We received an urgent letter from the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) asking for contributions to meet 
an immediate need of the Siberian Church.  SLMS is a support mission founded at the LCMS Fort Wayne Seminary 
in the 1990’s. 

 
For some undetermined reason, SLMS contributions nose-dived in October which meant SLMS was unable to fully meet their 
usual $10K per month donation to SELC in Russia.  This shortfall means that some members of the SELC are in grave danger 
of being evicted from their homes.   In Russia if you are one day late on your rent you can be evicted with no appeal process. 
Please consider helping in this emergency.  To donate simply click on the GIVE button on their website or mail directly to:  
Bob Kiefer, Siberian Lutheran Mission Society, % Ascension Lutheran Church, 8811 St. Joe Road, Fort Wayne, IN  46835; or if 
you choose you can pick out a painting and make your donation out to WLC and mark the memo section ‘Paintings’ and it 
will be put in a separate place for sending to SLMS. 
 
Kenya Outreach Update 
Sunday December 11th,  we were visited by two couples who gave a brief demonstration of a special inexpensive water filter 
that has great impact on the lives of people in third world countries.  Bill and Chat Coble developed the $40.00 filter that 
filters out all organic contaminations from water using special membranes developed for use in dialysis treatments and 
blood work.  Their filter excludes the causes of parasitic diseases like amebic dysentery and other invasive threats like 
cholera which takes many lives in undeveloped areas. The Coble’s have been missionaries in Kenya for 14 years and take no 
profits from their amazing invention.  (www.uzimafilters.org) 
 
The other couple was Bob and Holly Stockett of Barre, who are trying to help a Kenyan pastor who has compassionately 
taken in 60 Kenyan orphans who were basically living on the street.  The Stocketts run Touched by Love International (802-
476-9699). 
 
We have been trying to come up with a way to help these orphans over the past 6 months.  Our District president has long 
been interested in Kenya and has been helpful suggesting in Kenyan resources.  Unfortunately, there is a series of issues 
with the Kenyan Lutheran Church that impede our reaching out to the 60 orphans directly. Rev. Julius Nyambuoro of 
Kisumu Kenya is who we’re trying to help.  One resource suggested by our District President was  
 
Diakonia Compassionate Ministry (DCM) in Kenya.  DCM works directly with Lutheran congregations rather than through 
the hierarchy of the Lutheran church in Nairobi (due to alleged issues of transparency in management and substandard 
accounting of funds in the Nairobi office.) 
I have contacted Diakonia director Rev. David Chuchu in Kenya.  He is working with a Lutheran congregation in Kisumu that 
also shelters orphans and they know and coordinate with Rev. Nyambuoro’s ministry.  I asked Rev. Chuchu what he would 
recommend should we want to initiate an on-going relationship with Rev. Nyambuoro through the Lutheran congregation 
nearby. 
 
Once I receive a reply from DCM I’ll give an update.  Armed with that update I hope to contact our District Offices with a 
proposal (suggestion) to be sent to all congregations in our district.  We’ll see what God has up his sleeve for this 
complicated situation.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.uzimafilters.org/
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Care Net Center Grant 
We will be assembling a quantity of packages which will include various items newborns need. Lynette has more details, 
and at assembly time we can all get together for an assembly party! 
 
If you would like any additional information on our mission efforts, please contact Mike. 
 
Mike Schumacher 

 


