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Pastor’s Corner

It’s Advent! But what does that mean to you?
We’d like to think that things will go as we
expect. A great deal of our daily comfort is
founded on an assumption that things will be
in place and events will happen in a predictable
way. When we wake up our furniture, coffee

cup, and front door are usually in the same place that we left
it the night before. We assume that the road that we drive to
work hasn’t suddenly been eliminated, and sure enough, as
we turn out of our driveway, it’s still there. Maybe we don’t
think about it much but it is truly a blessing from God that
much of life does stay in place as we assume it will. BUT not
always! Any and all of it can change or go away without
warning and contrary to our assumption of predictability.
Nothing in this life, not even our very lives is immune from
change. While raising three teenagers I learned that I really
couldn’t always plan on my furniture being in the same place
that I left it. There’s a tension in our life for as we’re
comforted by being able to depend on things being as we
expect yet at the same time we also know that all of it is apt to
change or even go away completely. Only one thing remains
without change—Advent! Advent, the coming of Jesus is the
only thing in all of creation that never changes. Jesus was
coming right from the beginning when people needed the
promise of a Savior. Jesus was coming into the world at
Bethlehem for sake of our salvation. Jesus is coming to us
day in and day out. And Jesus is coming again to bring us
into His kingdom. Advent, the coming of Jesus for our sake
is truly the only thing that can never change and so is our
perfect comfort. Blessings on your Advent!

Operation Christmas Child

Boxes are due today, Sunday November 16.

If you forgot your boxes please see Wendy Bailey.

Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas Schedule

Mark your Calendars

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service

Wednesday, November 25, 7:00 p.m.

Advent Worship Services

Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16, 7:00 p.m.
(Please note there is no service December 23)

Christmas Eve Worship Service

Thursday, December 24, 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship Service

Friday, December 25, 10:15 a.m.

Treasurer’s Report

Years Ending Oct 31, 2015 and 2014

2015 2014 Net Change

Total Income: $77,715.11 $64,922.69 $12,792.42
Total Expenses: 70,759.90 58,560.20 12,198.70
Net Income: $ 6,956.21 $ 6,362.49 $ 593.72

This leaves us $593.72 AHEAD of last year.

Most of us are living with a personal budget and realize
inflation is present in our lives. Food and things we buy
cost more each time that we go to the store. This is the
same with our church. The remodeling of the parsonage
cost us $8,800. We are blessed that our congregational
giving to date is up 10.7%. This gain is from current and
new members. Thank you – you’re the best!

Russ Gauslin, Treasurer



Thanksgiving Lesson Kid’s Craft

Here’s a simple craft to help your
children or grandchildren remember to
thank the Lord for the special people in
their lives. Draw around the child’s

hand, both left and right. You can space them on the
same piece of paper about an inch or so apart. When
you cut the hands out, be sure to connect them with the
inch of paper that falls between the hands to act as a
binding. If you forget, you can always tape the hand
together after you have cut them out. Write on the
fingers the names of the people the child wishes to
remember in his/her prayers. Cut out a small piece of
paper and write on it something like “People I am
thankful for” or “I am thankful for ….. “ When you fold

the hands together, they look like praying hands.

Lynette

MISSIONS ANNOUNCEMENT

We would like to have a box-stuffing event here at
church in 2016 to support Operation Christmas Child,
with a goal of collecting enough items to fill 100

boxes of joy!

In order to accomplish this goal we will start collecting items
and each month there will be a little note in the newsletter of
suggested items to collect for the upcoming month.

December will be ‘Get Dressed Up Month’ and suggested
items to collect are: T-Shirts, small jackets, light-weight
sweaters, socks or hats. Keep in mind the boxes are small
and the items are for children.

There will be a collection box in the narthex and we’ll store the
donated wealth until next November when we will have our
packing party.

Rick Schumacher

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

I would like to thank our newsletter contributors. . Our
newsletter is an excellent way for you to share with our church
family. Please submit your articles, poems, announcements,
etc for the December Newsletter by Tuesday December 8. I
appreciate your help!

Thanks, Kathy Laughlin

A Church Service in 2018

PASTOR: “The Lord be with you!”

CONGREGATION: ‘And with your spirit’

PASTOR: “Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPAD,
smart phone or Kindle Bible to 1 Corinthians, 13:13 and please
switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon.’

P-A-U-S-E-

‘Now Let us pray, committing this week into God’s hand.

Open your BMM, Twitter and Facebook and chat with God”

S-I-L-E-N-C-E

“As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your
credit cards and debit cards ready”

“You can log into the Church Wi-Fi using the password
“Lord909887.”

“The ushers will circulate mobile card swipe machines among
the worshippers’

a. Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers
are directed to the computers and laptops at the back
of the church

b. Those who prefer to use IPads can open them
c. Those who prefer telephone banking, take your cell

phones out to transfer your contributions to the church
account

The holy atmosphere of St Matthews becomes truly electrified
as ALL the Smart phones, iPads, PC’s and laptops beep and
flicker.

Final Blessings Closing Announcements.

a. This week’s ministry cell meeting will be held on
various Facebook group pages, where the usual group
chatting takes place. Please log in and don’t miss out.

b. Thursday Catechisms Study will be held on Skype at
19:00hrs GMT. Please don’t miss out.

c. You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this weekend for
prayers and counseling

God Bless and have a nice day”

And Jesus wept…..

Submitted by Sandy Dienst


