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(Vacancy) Pastor’s Corner
Did Baby Jesus Cry in Church?
The familiar Christmas hymn, “Away in a Manger,” is
sometimes (especially among Lutherans) attributed to
Martin Luther. However, the hymn wasn’t known until
the late 19th century; and isn’t found in any of Luther’s
writings. The hymn is beautiful in its simplicity, but is
overly sentimental in saying, “The cattle are lowing, the
baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying He
makes.”
I’m confident that Jesus did cry as in infant. Jesus,
True God, took on human flesh and became also True
Man; capable of having all the emotions common to
mankind. This is shown when he wept at the death of
his friend Lazarus (John 11:35). Also, the writer of
Hebrews tell us that, “In the days of his flesh, Jesus
offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to him who was able to save him from
death, and he was heard because of his reverence”
(Hebrews 5:7). This is a reference to the tearful
prayers Jesus offered in the Garden of Gethsemane
before his arrest and crucifixion. Jesus, in his human
nature, dreaded the thought of carrying the weight of
sins of the world upon himself. And, while carrying the
sins of the world on the cross, Jesus said, “I thirst.”
These are just some of the examples which show the
deep human emotions of Jesus, emotions which no
doubt went back to his infancy when he would cry
during hunger, thirst, or pain. There was certainly
pain involved when Jesus was circumcised when he
was eight days old (Luke 2:21).
In the New Testament Church, the Sacrament of
Baptism is the fulfillment of the Old Testament rite of
circumcision (Col. 2:11-12), and we rejoice when an
infant is brought forward in church for Baptism. It’s
quite common for a baby to cry when handed to a
stranger who pours water on his or her head three
times, and we think nothing of it. We then pray that
the parents would be faithful in bringing their child up
in the
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church. But, somehow, after that cry at Baptism,
some people don’t want to hear another sound out of
the child in church again—until perhaps, the child is
old enough to come to the front of the church again to
speak vows at Confirmation.
Even some of Jesus’ followers seemed to object to
the presence of children, probably because of the
potential for distraction that children have. St. Mark
records, “And the people were bringing children to
Jesus that he might touch them, and the disciples
rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was
indignant and said to them, ‘Let the children come to
me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not
enter it.’ And he took them in his arms and blessed
them, laying his hands on them” (Mark 10:13-16).
We quote these words at a Baptism, emphasizing the
importance of children to Jesus. But, were children
somehow different at the time of Jesus? Didn’t they
wiggle and squirm and cry at times—even in the
presence of Jesus—and even as Jesus did when He
was a child? I’m sure they did.
A member of a congregation complained to a pastor
about the noise of a particular child. The pastor told
this person not to worry, “That’s what our prayers
sound like to God.”
Indeed, we’re all infants
compared to our Almighty God and Lord, yet He
desires us to come to His house—the church.
How much more should we desire that children of all
ages be brought to church so that they might receive
the blessings Jesus desires to give them. “And Jesus
took the children in his arms and blessed them” (Mark
10:16).

In Christ,
Pastor Fischer

Christmas Worship Schedule

Also, a big thank you to Janet for coming in every week
after service to do a cleaning to keep us safe.
No mid-week Advent services.
Christmas Eve Service December 24 @ 5:00 p.m.
No Christmas Day Service

Thank you to those attending service for wearing a
mask and social distancing. You will note we have
roped off every other pew so that we can easily follow
the safe distance protocol.

Sunday Mornings:
Sunday Bible Study @ 9:00 a.m. Studying Book of
Job
Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.

Operation Christmas Child
Our little congregation donated 34
shoeboxes to the 2020 Operation
Christmas Child project. The folks at Faith Community
Church were collecting the boxes to mail and were
very excited to receive our collection and asked me to
thank you all.
Thank you Wendy Baily and the other volunteers who
sorted and packed boxes and thank you to all in the
congregation who donated items all year and brought
in boxes.

Poinsettia Sign – Up
We are keeping our Christmas
Poinsettia tradition. There is a signup sheet in the entryway if you would
like to sign up to bring in a poinsettia
plant for Christmas Eve. See Jayne Hall if you have
any questions.

Thank you Christmas Elf
A big thank you to Jim & Janet Stone for
this year’s Christmas tree and thank you
Janet for doing the decorating. While it
is a disappointment that we cannot all be together for
our annual Christmas decorating, it is nice to have the
decorations up.

Excerpt from:
Seasons of Celebration: Meditations on the Cycle
of Liturgical Feasts
By Thomas Merton
Christ is born. He is born to us. And, He is born today.
For Christmas is not merely a day like every other day.
It is a day made holy and special by a sacred mystery.
It is not merely another day in the weary round of time.
Today, eternity enters into time, and time, sanctified, is
caught up into eternity. Today, Christ the eternal Word
of the Father, who was in the beginning with the
Father, in whom all things were made, by whom all
things consist, enters into the world which he created
in order to reclaim souls who had forgotten their
identity. Therefore, the church exults, as the angels
come down to announce not merely an old thing which
happened long ago, but a new thing which happens
today. For today, God the Father makes all things new,
in his divine Son, our redeemer.

2020 WLC Giving Statements
If you would like to receive your 2020 WLC Giving’s
statement via email, please send me an email at
BLaugh38@gmail.com with subject line WLC.
If you would prefer a paper copy sent to you via US
postal service, let me know.
Thank you,
Bob Laughlin

.

November 2020
TREASURER’S UPDATE
A brief summary of the financial position of the
congregation at the end of November 2020 shows that
both our income and expenses were below budget
with income exceeding our expenses. Thank you for
continuing to support our church family through your
tithes and offerings.

Nov
2020

Year to
Date

2020
Budget

INCOME

$5,437.45

$74,045.51

$86,555.33

EXPENSES

$3,817.23

$69,820.98

$82,154.65

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test,
says the Lord of hosts, if I will not pen the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
there is no more need.” Malachi 3:10
To God be the glory!

January Newsletter Deadline
Thank you to all contributors to this month’s
newsletter. The deadline for January is
Tuesday January 12.
I will email the monthly newsletter and leave a few paper
copies on the table in the narthex.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Currier

