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The Book of Job 
Chapters 18-19 

 
People are fearful of disaster.  Even when they think they can make sense of the 
situation, the more troubles befall a person or family, the more awkward others 
feel.  Perhaps it’s because bad happenings have been so closely associated with 
curses or sin.  Or, maybe people are afraid to stay close when they have no 
explanations or words of wisdom to offer.  Job struggles with relationships that had 
once been friendships but now feel much different to him. 
 
Chapter 18  Bildad’s Second Speech 
 

Verses 1-4 
What characteristic of cattle is Bildad referring to vs. 3? 
 
Verse 4 is difficult to understand.  The Lutheran Study Bible explains it this way: 
 

18:4 forsaken for you. For Bildad, the moral order is deeply connected with the 
natural order. Asking for a change in the moral order—for God to restore Job 
apart from repentance—is like asking God to change the physical world.1 

 
How does Bildad try to respond to Job’s anger in these verses? 
 
Verses 5-21 
Most of this section is self-explanatory. 
 
To help understand “the firstborn of death” in verse 13 see: 

Gen. 49:3—“[Jacob said,] ‘Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the 
firstfruits of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.’” 
 
Ex. 4:22—“Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is 
my firstborn son.’” 
 
Col. 1:18—“And [Jesus] is the head of the body, the church.  He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent.” 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 805). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
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Heb. 12:22-23—“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 
and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect.” 

 
Rev. 1:5—“and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.” 

 
So what might the “firstborn of death” be referring to? 
 
In what ways does Bildad’s description of “the wicked man” (vss. 5-21) apply to 
Job?  What’s the implication of Bildad’s speech? 
 
Chapter 19  Job’s Reply to Bildad 
 
Verses 1-6 
What complaints does Job make about his friends in verses 1-6? 
 
In verse 3, Job uses ten as a number of completeness.  He felt completely 
reproached by his friends.  Why might ten be a number of completeness, and 
where else is it used as such in the Bible? 
 
In verse 4, Job is saying that if he has sinned, it’s a private sin—something 
between himself and God.  Public sins call for public repentance.  His friends have 
found no evidence of such a sin. 
 
In verse 5, what does Job mean by saying that the friends “make my disgrace an 
argument against me”? 
 
In verse 6, Job is at a low point in his faith life and wants to make it clear that he 
believes that God has wronged him, that God has treated him unjustly. 
 
Verses 7-12 
What comparison is Job making in these verses? 
 
Verses 12-20 
Job moves from the figurative to the literal in his description of his problems.  Can 
you see why he’s in such despair?  What might your faith be like in a situation like 
that? 
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Verse 18 describes a serious offence.  See 2 Kings 2:23-24: 
“[Elisha] went up from [Jericho] to Bethel, and while he was going up 
on the way, some boys came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, 
‘Go up, you baldhead!  Go up, you baldhead!’  And he turned around, 
and when he saw them, he cursed them in the name of the LORD.  And 
two she-bears came out of the woods and tore forty-two of the boys.” 

 
Verse 20 “The skin of my teeth” in other words, his gums.  It’s possible that he’s 
lost all his teeth due to his illnesses. 
 
Verses 21-29 
In view of all these troubles, what does Job want from his friends (vss. 21-22)? 
 
Verses 23-24 describe three forms of writing available at the time of Job.  The NIV 
(among some others) has the best translation when it reads: 

“Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 
that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock 
forever!” 

 
Regarding verses 25-27, The Lutheran Study Bible states: 
 

In light of the fuller biblical revelation, we know that Christ, the God-man, fulfills the 
description of the Redeemer.  In support of this view that Job appeals to God Himself 
are the following: (1) Job consistently recognizes God as the ultimate arbiter in all 
matters of justice; (2) Job knows that nothing can deliver a person from the wrath of 
God’s Law other than God Himself; (3) the Lord Himself confirms all of this in chapters 
40–41; (4) in Job’s final plea (chap. 31), he puts his legal case solely into the hands of 
God.  As Christians, we know this appeal is to Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the 
Trinity, who as a person is distinct from the other two persons of the Godhead.  at the 
last.  The ultimate Last Day, as in Matt. 25:31–46 and Rev. 20:11–15.  Job yearns for 
public acquittal of the righteous2 
 

Of course, these verses are the basis of the hymn, “I Know That My Redeemer 
Lives” (LSB #461).  Stanzas 1 & 7 most clearly reflect the passage: 
 
 
 
                                                           
2 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 807). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
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461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
1.  I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
 

7.  He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 
 
Text: Public domain 

 
And the Book of Concord mentions this passage in the Epitome of the Formula of 
Concord: 
 

The damage [from original sin] is so indescribable that it cannot be recognized by 
our reason but only from God’s Word.  The damage is such that only God alone 
can separate human nature and the corruption of this nature from each other.  
This separation will take place completely through death, at the resurrection, 
when the nature which we now have will rise and live eternally, without original 
sin—separated and severed from it—as it is written in Job 19[:26, 27], “I will be 
covered in my own skin, and in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for 
myself, and my eyes shall behold.”3 

 
In verse 29 we don’t know if Job is literally referring to a death sentence for his 
friends or if by “sword” he’s merely referring to justice being done in his being 
declared innocent.  The idea that the word “judgement” here is a reference to The 
Last Judgement at the Second Coming is probably a stretch as this wasn’t a clear 
concept in Old Testament times.  Probably the only other verse in the Old 
Testament that might refer to such a judgement is Psalm 7:6: “Arise, O LORD, in 
your anger; lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies; awake for me; you 
have appointed a judgment.”  Are Job 19:29 and Psalm 7:6 divine prophecies of 
The Last Judgement or are they just confident expressions that God will ultimately 
make all things right?  We can’t say for certain. 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
3 Kolb, R., Wengert, T. J., & Arand, C. P. (2000). The Book of Concord: the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (p. 489). Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press. 


