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The Book of Job 
Chapters 20-25 

 
Chapter 20  Zophar’s Second Speech 
How does Zophar respond to Job in verses 1-3? 
 
Who is he describing in verses 4-29?  Pick out any especially vivid pictures. 
 
Does verse 8 remind you of a familiar hymn stanza? 
 
Verse 12, “evil is sweet in his mouth” Zophar describes evil as a sweet, but 
poisonous food.  (See Prov. 20:17, “Food gained by fraud tastes sweet, but one 
ends up with a mouth full of gravel.”)  Any pleasure from evil is short-lived; once 
swallowed, it’s painful and destructive. 
 
Verse 15, “God casts them out” While the wicked bring destruction upon 
themselves by continuing in poisonous evil (vss. 12–13), God will ultimately 
punish them. 
 
Verse 16-18, From The Lutheran Study Bible: 

Suddenly struck down as if bitten by “a viper,” the wicked will no longer feast 
their eyes on their prosperity.  They will not enjoy the results of their labor to the 
full; they will not participate in celebrating earth’s blessings.  The wicked are 
described literally as not being able to swallow, referring to the ill-gotten gain as 
convulsing them or causing them to vomit up their gains.  They cannot enjoy 
them.1 

 
Verse 26b describes a slow fire, a “fire unfanned”. 
 
Of what sins is the “wicked man” guilty? (vss. 5-6, 19) 
 
How is Zophar trying to help Job? 
 
Chapter 21  Job’s Reply to Zophar 
Job’s friends have argued that in this world the good people are blessed and the 
wicked are punished.  Therefore they suggest that Job must be wicked. 
 
 
 
                                                           
1 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 808). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 



 

 2 

Verses 1-21 
In verse 6, Job says that he’s terrified thinking about the life of the wicked.  He 
then goes on in verses 7-16 to show why he doesn’t fit the description of the 
wicked.  What point is he making? 
 
The NIV translates verse 21 as follows: “For what do they care about the families 
they leave behind when their allotted months come to an end?”  And the 
Contemporary English Version paraphrases it like this: “Because after they are 
dead, they won’t care what happens to their children.” 
 
Verses 22-34 
Verse 28 is difficult but the New Living Translation gives the following paraphrase 
which may help: “You will tell me of rich and wicked people whose houses have 
vanished because of their sins.” 
 
In verse 29, Job is saying that travel broadens the mind; and that his friends are too 
“narrow-minded.” 
 
The Lutheran Study Bible explains verse 33 in this way: 

clods.  Lumps or masses of earth or clay.  In this case, clods are “sweet” because 
the wicked rest in peace in their great grave that honors them.2 
 

Job complains that his friends haven’t been very helpful to him.  What mistakes do 
you think they’ve made?  Have they said or done anything right? 
 
What could you learn from their example that would help you in visiting the sick 
or bereaved or troubled? 
 
Chapters 22-24 
When others pronounce judgment on us, our natural response is to defend 
ourselves.  Once this happens, walls are built, and communication becomes even 
more difficult.  In this third round of the debate between Job and his friends, the 
conversation become more tense, and one gets the sense that communication is 
breaking down. 
 
Chapter 22  Eliphaz’s Third Speech 
Job has maintained that he is innocent.  Why is this useless according to Eliphaz, in 
verses 1-3? 
 
                                                           
2 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 810). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
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What direct accusation does Eliphaz now make, in verses 4-11? 
 
Of what specific sins does he accuse Job? 
 
In verses 13 & 14 Eliphaz seems to be saying that Job believes that God can’t see 
his actions. 
 
Perhaps verses 16 & 20 are references to the Flood and to the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah by fire. 
 
What actions does Eliphaz urge Job to perform in the following verses? 
 

vs. 21 
vs. 22 
vs. 23 
vss. 24-25 

 
Verse 29 is another verse that’s difficult to translate.  Perhaps the NIV has the 
correct meaning with, “When people are brought low and you say, ‘Lift them up!’ 
then he will save the downcast.” 
 
How would you sum up Eliphaz’s response? (vss. 27-30) 
 
Chapters 23-24  Job’s Reply to Elipaz 
In 23:1-7 what wish does Job express?  What confidence does he still hold to? 
 
In 23:3 Job laments, “How I wish I knew where to find God!”  If someone came to 
you today and asked, “How can I find God?” how would you answer? 
 
What thought does he repeat in 23:10-12? 
 
The New International Reader’s Version (NIrV) translates verses 13-17 as follows: 

13But he’s the only God.  Who can oppose him?  He does anything he 
wants to do.  14He carries out his plans against me.  And he still has 
many other plans just like them.  15That’s why I’m so terrified.  When 
I think about all of this, I’m afraid of him.  16God has made my heart 
weak.  The Mighty One has filled me with terror.  17But even the 
darkness of death won’t make me silent.  When the darkness of the 
grave covers my face, I won’t be quiet. 
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Chapter 24 
The Lutheran Study Bible explains verse 9 as follows:  

24:9 snatch the fatherless child. Taking an infant into slavery because of its 
mother’s debts. take a pledge. See note, 22:6.  In a slave-owning society, even 
children could be collateral for a loan.3 

 
In vss. 1-17, of what crimes does Job accuse the wicked? 
 
Verses 18-25 can be difficult to understand in the ESV.  We’ll look at a couple of 
different translations to make it easier to understand: 

(New Living Translation) 18“But [the wicked] disappear like foam 
down a river.  Everything they own is cursed, and they are afraid to 
enter their own vineyards.  (NIV) 19As heat and drought snatch away 
the melted snow, so the grave snatches away those who have sinned.  
20The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; the wicked are no 
longer remembered but are broken like a tree.  21They prey on the 
barren and childless woman, and to the widow they show no kindness.  
22But God drags away the mighty by his power; though they become 
established, they have no assurance of life.  23He may let them rest in 
a feeling of security, but his eyes are on their ways.  24For a little 
while they are exalted, and then they are gone; they are brought low 
and gathered up like all others; they are cut off like heads of grain.  
25If this is not so, who can prove me false and reduce my words to 
nothing? 
 

How could we summarize these verses? 
 
 
Coming up: Bildad give a very short speech (five verses), then Job speaks for six 
chapters! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
3 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 813). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 


