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The Book of Job 
Chapters 25-26 

 
Chapter 25  Bildad’s Third Speech 
What aspect of God does Bildad describe in vss. 1-3? 
 
Why is he emphasizing this to Job? 
 
Chapter 26  The beginning of Job’s Response 
How does Job first respond to Bildad’s words (vss. 1-4)? 
 
In verses 5-14 Job is agreeing with Bildad regarding God’s power.  However, Job’s 
disagreements with his friends will be apparent in the rest of his speech in chapters 
27-31 
 
Verse 5: Job is giving the traditional view of the dead being deep underground, 
underneath even the sea and “their inhabitants,” the fish.  The emphasis is that in 
this life the living will never see those who have died.  Regarding “tremble” see 
this brief article from The Lutheran Study Bible: 
 

The Meaning of Sheol 
This word, occurring 65 times in the Hebrew OT, is still obscure. 
Since the derivation of the word is uncertain, the context must 
determine the meaning in each case. 

1. Sheol can mean the resting place of mankind’s mortal remains 
(Jb 17:16; Is 38:10). 

2. Sheol can also mean “realm of the dead,” into which all enter 
who depart this life, righteous as well as wicked (e.g., Gn 37:35; Jb 
7:9; Ps 16:10; 31:17; 89:48). In this sense, it is a general term used 
very much like the English phrase “the hereafter” or “the beyond.” 
The phrase “to go down into Sheol” means “to die, to depart from the 
land of the living.”  But it should be noted that when the righteous are 
said to descend into Sheol, their fate beyond is rarely taken into 
account.  The hope of the pious in the OT is expressed differently 
(e.g., Ps 73:24). 

3. Sheol can mean the place where God’s judgment overtakes 
evildoers.  In this sense, Sheol receives those who are taken away in 
God’s anger.  Korah’s rebel band went down to Sheol because they 
had provoked the Lord (Nu 16:30, 33).  Harlots go to Sheol (Pr 5:5). 
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The anger of the Lord burns to the depths of Sheol (Dt 32:22). 
According to Ps 49, all people die physically, the righteous as well as 
the ungodly (v 10), but there is a difference in their existence in the 
hereafter.  The confidence of the psalmist is expressed in the words 
“They [i.e., the wicked] are appointed for Sheol; Death shall be their 
shepherd.… But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 
for He will receive me” (vv 14–15).  Clearly, there is a sharp contrast 
between the doom of the ungodly and the glorious hope of the 
believer, who hopes to rest securely in the hands of God (Ps 73).1 

 
Verse 6 is an example of Hebrew parallelism, saying the same thing slightly 
different words.  “Abaddon” means “bottomless pit,” so it is the parallel here to 
Sheol.  The point of the verse is that we can’t see the dead but God can. 
 
What does verse 7 mean?  Does it show that some of the ancients understood the 
earth as a globe suspended in space?  After much research on this verse and finding 
no clear consensus about the meaning, I’m going to give a couple of different 
opinions about it.  First, from the Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the 
Whole Bible:  
 

Hint of the true theory of the earth.  Its suspension in empty space is stated in 
the second clause.  The north in particular is specified in the first [clause], being 
believed to be the highest part of the earth (Is 14:13).  The northern hemisphere 
or vault of heaven is included; often compared to a stretched-out canopy (Ps 
104:2).  The chambers of the south are mentioned (Job 9:9), that is, the southern 
hemisphere, consistently with the earth’s globular form.2 

 
Second, from The Lutheran Study Bible: 
 

26:7 the void … hangs the earth on nothing.  God created the earth out of 
nothing, solely by the power of His Word. Cf Heb 11:3.  By the same power, all 
things now remain in their right place, dependent on nothing but God.3 
 

Can you guess the meaning of verse 10? 
 
 
 
                                                           
1 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 792). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
2 Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., & Brown, D. (1997). Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Vol. 
1, p. 330). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
3 Engelbrecht, E. A. (2009). The Lutheran Study Bible (p. 814). St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House. 
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Verse 11 is a poetic reference to the mountains (pillars) which seem to support the 
sky.  The mountains “tremble” during an earthquake, which were—
understandably—seen as a sign of God’s anger: (Psalm 18:7, “Then the earth 
reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains trembled and quaked, 
because he was angry.”) 
 
Verse 12: We looked the meaning of “Rahab” in chapter 9: 

This word Rahab doesn’t refer to the prostitute of Jericho (her name 
has a different Hebrew spelling).  The KJV translates this as “the 
proud helpers do stoop under him,” “proud” also being a possible 
translation for “Rahab;” but other references in Job (3:8, 7:12) seem 
to favor the meaning of Rahad being a sea monster.   This word Rahab 
describes one of the sea monsters—Leviathan and Tannin being the 
other major ones.  The nations around Israel saw these sea monsters as 
symbolic of the chaos of the world without God’s restraining order.  
God’s work of creating and sustaining the universe was the work of 
defeating the forces of chaos to impose and maintain the order of the 
universe.  God has defeated the very powers of chaos.   

 
Verse 13: Again, there are a number of possible interpretations here.  One is that 
God ends a storm by clearing the sky.  “Piercing the fleeing serpent” then would be 
a poetic reference to removing the jagged lighting from the sky. 
 
So again, in verses 5-14 Job is agreeing with Bildad regarding God’s power.  
However, Job’s disagreements with his friends will be apparent in the rest of his 
speech in chapters 27-31 
 


