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The Book of Job 
Chapters 38-40:5 

 
How many times have you wished God would just tell you plainly what he’s doing 
in your life?  Job felt much the same way.  He and his friends have discussed and 
debated his case.  He’s longed to meet God so he could argue his case before him.  
He’s hurled his “Why?” question up to heaven.  And now God speaks! 
 
Chapter 38-40:2 
 

In 38:1, God is described as speaking to Job out of the “whirlwind” or “storm” 
(depending on your translation), with no explanation of the whirlwind or storm.  
Possibly it was similar to the experience of Moses on Mount Sinai in the following 
passage: 
 

Exodus 19:16-19, 16On the morning of the third day there was 
thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a 
very loud trumpet blast.  Everyone in the camp trembled.  17Then 
Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 
stood at the foot of the mountain.  18Mount Sinai was covered with 
smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire.  The smoke 
billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain 
trembled violently, 19and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and 
louder.  Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

 

Many consider these chapters from Job to be some of the finest poetry in the Bible.  
There are dozens of poetic images here.  It would take many class periods to go 
through all of them, so which images or phrases are especially striking or puzzling 
to you? 
 

What’s your first impression of God’s response to Job in 38-40:2?  If you were 
Job, how would you feel after hearing it? 
 
Job was looking for answers to his questions.  What does God do instead of 
providing answers? 
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In what way is this a reassuring picture of God?  See Matt. 6:25-34: 
 

25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life 
more important than food, and the body more important than 
clothes?  26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they?  27Who of you by worrying 
can add a single hour to his life ?  28“And why do you worry about 
clothes?  See how the lilies of the field grow.  They do not labor or 
spin.  29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these.  30If that is how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  31So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’  32For the pagans run after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  33But seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 
to you as well.  34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its 
own. 

 
What summary question does God ask Job in 40:1-2? 
 
Chapter 40:3-5 
What is Job’s reaction to God’s questions, and what does this reveal about Job? 
 
How does Job’s reaction now compare to his statement in 31:35-37? 

Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! Let the Almighty 
answer me!)  Oh, that I had the indictment written by my adversary!  Surely 
I would carry it on my shoulder; I would bind it on me as a crown; I would 
give him an account of all my steps; like a prince I would approach him.  
(Job 31:35-37 ESV) 

 
 
What example does this provide for our own lives? 


