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The Book of Job 
Chapters 40:6—42:17 

 
Life is difficult, and it isn’t often that we achieve total resolution to a painful and 
complicated situation.  The Book of Job offers a message to all of us who struggle 
with trials and troubles.  Although we may not always receive as straightforward a 
response, God’s answers to Job cover questions common to all of us, and assure us 
that He is with us in all our struggles.  This closing scene in the drama of Job’s life 
can be an encouragement to us, wherever we are on our life’s path. 
 
Chapter 40:6—41:34 
What is described in 40:15-24?  What are some of the graphic details used in this 
picture? 
 
Does the description fit the hippopotamus or elephant, as the NIV text notes 
indicate or, as the ESV notes state, is it simply “A large animal, exact identity 
unknown”? 
 
What is described in chapter 41?  What descriptive details could apply to a 
crocodile (NIV text note)?  The ESV, again, is more cautious; with the note stating, 
“A large sea animal, exact identity unknown”.  Are there details that would better 
describe some other creature? (See separate handout.) 
 
What do you think is the purpose behind these animal descriptions? (See 41:10-11) 
 
Chapter 42:1-6 
What is Job’s reaction to this second message from God? 
 
What contrast is made in verse 5?  What is its significance?  See John 20:29— 
Then Jesus told [Thomas], “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
Job’s friends had tried unsuccessfully to get him to repent.  Why does he do so 
now?  Of what is he repenting? 
 
Chapter 42:7-17 
What is God’s attitude toward Job’s three friends? 
 
In what way had they spoken falsely of God?  What action does he now require of 
them? 
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What is one reason that God will be merciful to them? 
 
What is the significance of Job’s praying for his friends?  See the following 
passages: 

Matthew 5:43-45—“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 
 
James 5:16—Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective. 

 
Name the ways Job is now restored to prosperity? (vss. 10-17) 
 
Compare vs. 11 with 19:13-19—My acquaintances are completely estranged from 
me.  My kinsmen have gone away; my friends have forgotten me.  My guests and 
my maidservants count me a stranger; they look upon me as an alien.  I summon 
my servant, but he does not answer, though I beg him with my own mouth.  My 
breath is offensive to my wife; I am loathsome to my own brothers.  Even the little 
boys scorn me; when I appear, they ridicule me.  All my intimate friends detest me; 
those I love have turned against me. 
 
Job’s cattle were doubled, but it appears that he ends up with the same number of 
children that he had before his suffering.  Why might this be? 
 
How have your thoughts about the problem of suffering been clarified or changed 
by your study of this book?  See also the handout, “Surprised by Suffering”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


