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(Vacancy) Pastor’s Corner
Resurrection from Loneliness
This month we were again privileged to celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord. And, as Christians have for
over two thousand years, we will either keep up this
celebration until Christ returns or until we each, oneby-one, are called to heaven to be with him.
The real joy we have as Christians is that we don’t
have any doubt about life everlasting in heaven and the
resurrection of the body. As St. Paul told us, “If only
for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied
more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made
alive.” (1 Cor. 15:19-22).
Until that time when either Christ returns or we go to
him, we will miss our Christian loved-ones who have
gone before us. We have that Easter joy—the
knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and of life
everlasting—but we still have earthly loneliness and
grief. How can we cope with that loneliness and grief?
Listen to the words of a woman who was widowed
twice—her first husband was a missionary who was
martyred in Ecuador; her second died of cancer.
Following are six ways in which she coped with the
reality of loneliness in her life—the loneliness of a
widow—with insights that apply to us all.
Number one: Set aside time for Bible reading and
prayer. Psalm 46 says, “Be still, and know that I am
God.” It’s difficult to realize God’s closeness when
we’re constantly on-the-go, never sitting still, never
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taking the time to hear from God through his Word,
and to talk to him in prayer.
Number two: Give thanks for the promise of God
being with us. He’s still in charge and is preparing for
us an eternal glory beyond all comprehension. God is
still in charge, even though he allows martyrdom, and
cancer, and all other kinds of problems in this world.
These come as a result of living in this sinful world, but
God has given us the victory over disease and death
through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are removed from
these temporary troubles, into everlasting joy and
happiness.
Number three: Refuse self-pity. Don’t dwell on your
own losses, or envy others for what they have.
Number four: Accept your loneliness. It can be a
way to realize our helplessness and be drawn closer to
God, who is our help.
Number five: Offer up your loneliness to God. Give
it to him as a gift, and let him transform it.
And, number six: Do something for someone else.
Take definite action to overcome the paralysis of grief.
These six steps, if taken in faith, can be the way to
resurrection from the depths of loneliness. When
we’re lonely, for whatever reason, God says, “I will
never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5).
Blessings,
Pastor Fischer

Call Committee Update
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Dear WLC,
The two Lutheran seminary schools are preparing to
hold their Call Services later this month. During these
services it will be announced where the Graduates
have been called by the Lord to serve as his shepherd.
WLC is one of many congregations around the country
seeking a new Pastor from the seminary schools. We
have received links to live stream these ceremonies:
Fort Wayne IN: Tuesday 4/27
https://callday.ctsfw.edu/
St Louis MS: Wednesday 4/28
https://www.csl.edu/callday
I do not have the exact time for the services yet, but I
will send this information out when I have it. If none of
the graduates are chosen by God for us, then the call
process will continue. The Call Committee is going to
meet on 4/25 to discuss how we are gong to move
forward if we are not selected to receive a new
shepherd from the seminary schools.
This has been a long process so far, but I am thankful
that even though we have not found a full time Pastor
yet, God has provided for us. He has blessed our
congregation with Pastor Fischer and his wife, Vary,
who have been traveling every week to serve as our
Vacancy Pastor since Pastor Kemp retired.
In closing I leave you with a verse from the Gospel of
Matthew which ensures us that God will provide for us
and our Congregation: “So don’t worry saying what will
we eat? Or what will we wear? For the Gentiles eagerly
seek all these things, and your Heavenly Father knows
that you need them. But seek First the Kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
provided for you.” Matthew 6:31-33.
Yours in Christ,
Nick Moen

A brief summary of the financial
position of the congregation at
the end of March 2021 shows that our total
congregational income for this year (2021) is higher
compared to last year at this time.
Since the
parsonage is now rented and we are receiving rental
income, the monthly income is higher by almost
$1,200 than when the parsonage will be occupied by a
new pastor. Expenses are much lower than last year
at this time since we currently are not paying a fulltime pastor. Thank you for continuing to support our
church family through your tithes and offerings despite
the difficulties of this time.

March
2020
March
2021

Year to Date
Income

Year to Date
Expenses

$17,499.84

$19,580.27

$23,009.06

$10,225.59

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test,
says the Lord of hosts, if I will not pen the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until
there is no more need.” Malachi 3:10
To God be the glory!
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Currier

Operation Christmas

Time is flying by, here we are, and it is the middle of
April! We have 7 months left to collect items for
Operation Christmas Child 2021.
April is ‘Stuffed Animal’ month, pick up a little stuffed
animal and bring it in.
May is “Personal Hygiene”
month - items like toothbrushes, combs, hairbrushes,
soap, wash clothes, hand clothes.
Of course, you are not limited to collecting these
items!

Vary Fischer outlined very eloquently what it means to
serve on the Altar Guild. This work seems mysterious
to many and I enjoyed reading her description which I
will share below.

Note from Vary:
As I admired the Easter lilies that adorned the altar
this year, I couldn’t help but think of the joy I’ve
received over the years from ordering an Easter lily to
decorate the church. The first time I took one home
after Easter, it seemed too special to just get rid of, so
I stuck it in the ground in my flower garden. It
bloomed again that fall—which is when lilies do bloom
in our area of the world. The blooms in the fall were
unexpected and seemed so special. Each year, I
added the Easter lily from the altar to that area and it
was not long before I had a whole bed of Easter lilies.
No matter where we’ve moved since, I always start an
Easter lily bed and now it’s just a tradition that we’ll
have an Easter lily area in our garden. If you haven’t
started your own Easter lily garden—when you take
your lily home this year would be a perfect time to
start!
There’s very little work involved for the
tremendously meaningful and beautiful lily garden.
Thank you to all who placed a lily in the chancel this
Easter season—they were beautiful. (Another idea is
to start an Easter lily garden at church for those lilies
that folks don’t want to take home.)

“Alter Guild work can serve as a form of fellowship for
the women who work on it in addition to a true service
to Jesus in keeping His house ready for services. It
can give women a sense of belonging. Changing the
paraments, making sure flowers are placed
appropriately, preparing communion (in non-Covid
times), changing banners (and for WLC artwork),
being sure equipment like candles and such are in
stock, and helping the pastor with any items like this is
a special privilege; but it is also a big responsibility. It
feels so much better when the responsibility is shared.
In addition, when shared, no one feels overwhelmed
with having to be on duty every single week, and
when goof are made (as we humans tend to do on a
routine basis 😊 ), no one suffers alone.”
The Altar Guild is being re-organized and any women
who are interested in helping should contact Janet
Stone or Kathy Laughlin by Sunday May 16 (of
course, you are always welcome to join after this
date).
We are thinking of holding a special training session
for those interested and would like to set up a
schedule for this important work.

Note from editor: Thank you Vary, this is a great idea!
Ladies can you imagine the wonderful Easter lily
garden we would have if we had been doing this over
the last 25+ years! WOW!

Looking for help on storing Mike’s paintings

Altar Guild Re-Organization
Jayne Hall is going to the lake for the summer, then
moving to North Carolina for the winter. Therefore,
she is passing the task of doing the Altar Guild work
along now.
You may be asking yourself what does one do when
serving on the Altar Guild Committee?

The members of WLC have the privilege of being the
recipient of many beautiful paintings by our Mike
Schumacher (and maybe more in the future?). We
want to be sure we take care of these treasures for
future generations of our congregation.
Do you have ideas on how we can safely store the
paintings when not on display? Are you talented and
can build something to hold these? If interested in
helping, please contact Janet Stone or Matt Chin.

Mission Report
Cindy Tabor, the new Executive Director of Care-Net
Pregnancy Center, visited our church on Sunday
March 14 and presented to us her thanks for our
individual and congregational support over the years.
She also outlined the direction she hopes Care-Net
will be able to arrive at in the future.

A little humor

State-wide there are 3 or 4 abortions per day. Almost
one third of those abortions (350 or so) are from the
Barre area served by Care-Net. That is a big chunk of
the total! But Care-Net is responsible for successfully
rescuing about 10% of those be rescuing 30 per year;
for over 200 saved babies in the past 5 years. That is
a success!
Their future goals and targets are to increase their
access to abortion-minded women. New directions
include a new location more visible to more women...
a new name… increased visibility on social media…
expanded sonogram ultrasound outreach with a
regular trained technician and expanded hours being
open.
We’ve been supporting them for a bunch of years and
will continue our congregational support. The kids we
helped rescue 5 years ago are 30 kindergarteners
today…. which makes me happy. If you can add a
special gift of funds individually at this broadening of
their access, they’d put it to good use.
God Bless this work!!!
Mike Schumacher
Care Net Pregnancy Center
Suite 101
P.O. Box 513
Barre VT 05641
802-479-9215

May Newsletter Deadline
Please send me submissions by
Tuesday May 11.
Klaughin64@gmail.com

