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Pastor’s Corner

During this Holiday Season, we become so excited about Christmas. Perhaps a month or two ago, our
children were already thinking about what they would like to receive in the form of gifts and treasures
found under the Christmas tree. Adults may remember, from years past, the great Sears catalog that
was delivered to many households across America. In this great big catalog, a section was advertised
filled with toys and treasures for children. Every toy and treasure the world could possibly know, were
presented to children in large colorful pages. How many Christmas wish lists were presented to parents
from these pages! Not just for children but for adults too!

As we know though, the greatest treasures are brought to us by the Holy Spirit in the promise of the
Holy Gospel. Faith alone is the only means through which we lay hold on, accept, apply, and take them
for ourselves. This faith is God’s gift as it is written in the letter of Ephesians, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. (Eph 2:8)” We truly learn
to know Christ, our Redeemer, in the Word of the Gospel and trust in Him. We trust that for the sake of
His obedience alone we have the forgiveness of sins by grace, regarded as godly and righteous by God
the Father. God forgives our sins and regards us as godly and righteous. This righteousness is brought
to us by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Sacraments. These are true precious gifts given
and promised to us by God’s Spirit. “He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” (Titus
3:5) 

Let us always lift up the eyes of our faith at the beginning of a new church year, and throughout the
festive holiday season, remembering Christ’s first advent among us and looking forward to His advent
at the end of the world. Let us delight in His Word and “behold wondrous things out of your law.” (Psalm
119:18).



Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only begotten Son, that by His
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
     Amen.   

DECEMBER 2021 WORSHIP SCHEDULE

December 1st Wednesday, Midweek Advent 1 Service: 7:00 p.m.

December 5th Sunday Divine Service 10:15 a.m.

December 8th Wednesday, Midweek Advent 2 Service: 7:00 p.m.

December 12th Sunday Divine Service 10:15 a.m.

December 15th Wednesday, Midweek Advent 3 Service: 7:00 p.m.

December 19th Sunday Divine Service 10:15 a.m.

December 22nd Wednesday, Midweek Advent 4 Service: 7:00 p.m.

December 24th Friday, Christmas Eve Service: 5:00 p.m.

December 25th Christmas Day Service: 10:15 a.m.

December 26th Divine Service: 10:15 a.m.

           
    CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2021

We will be having a Christmas pageant on Sunday December 19. There will 
be a rehearsal on 12/12 after service, then one more before service on 
12/19. 



POINSETTIA SIGN UP

There is a Poinsettia sign up in the Narthex.  Please take the time to sign up, the sign-up sheet will be 
there this coming Sunday, December 12.  They will be delivered and set up in time for Christmas Eve 
Service.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2021 UPDATE

This  year  we collected  and delivered  39 Operation  Christmas Child  shoeboxes.   The boxes were
delivered to Faith Community Church on the Barre – Montpelier Road on November 21.   They were
very happy to receive our donations. The January Newsletter will include a list of suggested items to
collect by month for 2022.   Thank you to everyone who brought in items and those that packed the
boxes.

As some of  you may know under  the leadership  of  Vary Fischer,  earlier  this  year,   Williamstown
Lutheran Church started an Altar Guild.  We are very grateful to Vary for organizing us and helping to
set us up for success.   

The following ladies are current members:

Karen Bell our current leader, Janet Stone, Janet Robitaille, Kathy Laughlin, Elizabeth Laughlin, Katie
Currier and our newest member, Kim Runk.  



The Altar  Guild  is  responsible  for  putting up the appropriate banners,  alter  parchments,  setting up
communion and rotating our wonderful collection of paintings, flowers, etc.

If you are interested in joining the Alter Guild, please reach out to any of the current members.

CARD OF THANKS

We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers.    We

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted

by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 1:2-3

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ Jesus,

We thank you for the overwhelming love and kindness you showed us in the days

leading up to and following John’s death. You supported us with your prayers,

welcomed our friends and family to the church, and provided a lovely reception after

John’s memorial service. Your love and caring were and are a living reminder to us of

the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Thank you and may God bless you all,

Barb, Katie, Zach and Chelsea

We are the People of the Tree, we are a Forest of the Faithful, we are the ones rooted in Christ and we 
reach out and wrap our roots around the hurting to keep each other alive in the faith.
Beyond the shadows of our church doors, there is an underground web of connection, of texts and 
messages, of phone calls and coffees, of cards and dropped off meals and bowls of soups and prayer 
threads.

It's the underground church-the church that we are under the banner of the six other days of the week, 
the church that we are on the ground, in our own neighborhoods, the church that we are not just under 
the church roof, but also outside of the church, that makes the church strong, that loans strength to the 
weak, that strengthens the whole community of trees.



 
Taken from: The Miraculous (Underground) Secret We All Need to Get Through Pain,  by Ann Voskamp

Submitted by Kim Prestridge

CONGRATULATIONS TO KEN AND WENDY BAILEY

Vera Kate Singleton from Groveland, Massachusetts, was born July 3rd, 2021, and weighed 6lb. 14oz.
Her parents, Brian and Elizabeth Singleton, and her big brothers, Theo and Isaac are quite smitten with

her.

INSTALLATION OF OUR NEW PASTOR



The members of our congregation are very happy to welcome Pastor Patrick Runk and his lovely wife 
Kimberly to our church family.  On Sunday November 14 a beautiful installation service was held 
followed by a small reception after the service.   Four visiting pastors attended the service:  Pastor 
Rasmussen, Pastor Colageo, Pastor Harkey and our first vacancy pastor,astor Fischer.  his is the 
beginning of a new exciting chapter for our church as we look forward to growing our flock.

(Vacancy) Pastor’s Corner June 2021

Remnants of Lost Love

 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart.” (Joel 2:12)

 

A traveling art  exhibit  going around the world features very different items,
such as: a box made with wooden matches, a small glass horse, a cell phone,
a teddy bear holding an “I Love You” heart, and a bread kneading bowl.  What
all  these  very  different  things  have  in  common  is  that  they  are  all  the
discarded mementos of  broken love affairs.   These once-treasured tokens
were given and received by those deeply in love with each other.  Since then,
these tokens have been discarded as unwanted reminders of love-gone-bad.
The  traveling  exhibit  is  called  “The  Museum  of  Broken  Relationships.”
(www.brokenships.com).

What’s the story behind the small glass horse?  A woman wrote describing a
vacation that she and her then-husband had taken to Venice, Italy:

“Just before we reached the hotel my husband kissed me on the cheek and gave me a small
package.  He said: ‘Darling, I love you.  I’ll never stop loving you.  You are my life.’  I answered:
‘Me too, dear.’  When we entered the room, I opened my gift and saw the little glass horse.
Twenty years later, I am divorced.  His love disappeared like the wind.  I put the glass horse into
the box beside my wedding ring and shut it.  I say to myself: ‘Don’t cry!  Tomorrow is a new
day.’”

However, there are also other strange mementos of love gone bad, and of broken relationships.  These
include baptism certificates, confirmation certificates, and church membership certificates.  These all
speak about a love affair between the person receiving them, and the Lord Jesus Christ who suffered,
died, and rose again for the individuals named on those certificates.  At one time, the love affair was
mutual and deep.  There was an understanding that this loving relationship would last through all of this
earthly life and continue on through eternity.



But, the love affair ended—like many do—gradually, with one person slowly losing interest in meeting
the Other, until that one person stopped meeting the Other completely; or perhaps half-heartedly, once
or twice a year.  The once treasured mementos of that once loving relationship (such as the certificates
of baptism, confirmation, and church membership) have been forgotten, stashed away in a drawer, or
even discarded.

So, there are certain things that these mementos have in common with the mementos left from broken
relationships between man and women.  However, the big difference is that with the leftover mementos
from the relationship with the Lord Jesus, it’s never He that broke that relationship.  He’s not the One
who gradually became less and less interested in preserving that relationship.  He is always faithful,
always offering His perfect love.

When Jesus says, “I’ll  never stop loving you” He means it.  Return to Him and to His perfect love.
Tomorrow is a new day.  Don’t let your sins of the past keep you away from your Perfect and True
Love.

Blessings,

Pastor Fischer

(Vacancy) Pastor’s Corner July 2021

Unity in the Body of Christ

“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as 
you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:1-6

George and Amelia started attending church about a year after they had moved into the area for a new 
job. They had several children, the youngest being a son, Peter, who was eight at the time. When 
asked by Joe, “What was your first contact with the church?” Amelia mentioned that at Peter’s new 
school several children from the church became friends with him. These new friendships eased his 
transition into a new area and led to him being invited to a couple of birthday parties. By attending 
these birthday parties too, George and Amelia had the opportunity to meet some of the other parents. 
These casual meetings led to their learning about their church and going to the Sunday morning 
service. When questioned further about why they were attending, George replied. “We have lived in 



several different countries, and we have moved around this country as my job has changed. But we 
have never met a group of people like this before, people who have been so open, so warm and 
friendly to us and to our children. We don’t know what you’ve got, but we want to be part of it.” You can 
imagine how encouraged Joe was. He thought in his heart, The Lord is helping us do something right! 
This is the way all our churches ought to be showing an evident love for one another that attracts 
people, an openness and warmth to those who are not yet part of the fellowship.

Pastor Patrick Runk

                                      

TREASURER’S UPDATE

This Treasurer’s report compares monthly expenses and income from 
August through November to the budgeted monthly expenses and income from the 2021 budget, as 
approved at the Congregational Meeting on May 28.  Actual income for this period exceeded expenses 
by $2500; however, actual expenses were lower than budgeted from August through October since we 
were not paying a fulltime pastor. The parsonage was not rented from August through November, so 
actual income reflects congregational giving only.

Thank you for continuing to support our church family through your tithes and offerings. 

Expenses Income 

2021 Monthly 
Budgeted $ 7777.48 $ 7778.25

August 2021 
Actual  $ 7,733.88   $ 7,903.27 

September 2021 
Actual  $ 2,537.85   $ 5,367.02 

October 2021 
Actual  $ 5,610.21   $ 8,109.15 

November 2021 
Actual  $ 9,376.83  $ 6,380.27 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need.”     Malachi 3:10 

To God be the glory!

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Currier



Thank you to everyone contributing to this newsletter.  I hope I did not miss any
submissions and if I did, please resend and I will include in the January edition.

Deadline for submissions to the January newsletter is Thursday January 6.   

Thank you, Kathy Laughlin 


